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Years ago, 2 children’s maga-
zine came into the house that car-.
ried as a regular feature a little
cartoon labeled “this is a )Yatch-

" pird watehing you.”’ <
The hero — oT villian, depend-
ing on your temperament — was
. an odd-looking little figure that
i was continually peeking around
corners checking o1 children to
gee if they picked up -their “pa-
jamas, ate their oatmeal, did their

chores.
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The prospect Was pretty ter-
rifying, but it didn’t take long
to find out that, whether or not
the Watchbird actually existed,
he never did anything. :

We let our pajamas lie; he ig-
noved us. We fled the house with-
out- completing the oatmeal; the
figure appeared the same the next
edition of the ~magazine. “We
gneaked out of the chore de;ail
and the Watchbird apparently
turned his attention to other chil-
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Of course this isn’t a child’s
story, We learned a lesson fromi
this, and we recall it today. The
lesson is that watchbirds are fine
symbols, but people quickly learn

~whether or not they do anything.

~President Eg;}p&dw‘g‘@;gg a
new ‘“watchdog’ Gk \S,eemsl_}fxgjm-
portanf that the... ‘iL el e
come 2 ‘-do ). to k . on

.‘«‘Jﬁ’f“_“"‘f‘l. . X
the ‘Central Intelligence Agency.

Thé™ap p'()'mfmé_r‘l% comes in g‘\lvake I

of confusion. and _suspieion that

.

CIA isn’t doing Ghlit it should.

things. Tine! ,
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But slgnlk’ing'and spanking
are two Vvery different things,
ag children learn quickly, and
as 1o M%,gggsﬁnot l
spank, or recommend any. such
thing, to~,th§m;g;%ig_e,_n§%his ap: l._
poin'qme_x_mt!isi,.iaj,_i;nilyga.bsund. ;

Let us hope that the watchdog '
reports, at least to the President,
on what he. sees and the Presi-
dent understands what to dof
about it.
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